Houston County Commissioners Meeting

December 16, 2014
Warner Robins, Georgia
The Houston County Board of Commissioners met in regular session at 6:00 p.m. on Tuesday, December 16, 2014 at the Houston County Annex in Warner Robins, Georgia with Chairman Stalnaker presiding and Commissioners McMichael, Walker, Thomson and Robinson present. Also present were Director of Administration Barry Holland, Director of Operations Robbie Dunbar, Chief Building Inspector Tim Andrews, Fire/HEMA Chief Jimmy Williams, Personnel Director Ken Carter, Community Planner Jacob Cox, Centerville Mayor John Harley, Jim Taylor, Walton and Becky Wood, and Houston County Attorney Tom Hall. 

Chairman Stalnaker led the audience in the invocation.

Staff Sgt. Ron Clymer led the audience in the Pledge of Allegiance and then detailed his 6-year career in the Army Reserves.  He joined the Reserves in June of 1970 after graduating from college.   During his service he spent time as a draftsman in construction services, in nuclear biological chemical warfare and at Fort Knox guarding the gold depository.  While he was serving the construction services he also functioned as the battalion photographer documenting progress on various construction projects.  He recently settled in Houston County primarily to be close to his son and daughter who were both stationed at Robins AFB and live in Houston County.
Chairman Stalnaker recognized Mr. Jim Taylor of Wellston Trees & Greens.  The non-profit organization has the stated purpose of improving and preserving natural resources in the Warner Robins area and is actively working on a planned development of a passive park for Houston County residents.  The park site would be located on 35 acres of land off of Watson Boulevard that was donated to the City of Warner Robins around seventeen years ago.  The park would include such amenities as an outdoor amphitheatre, pavilions, an administrative building, a dog park and Frisbee golf.  The initial development would utilize approximately five acres of the tract and therefore could be expanded to the rest of the 35 acre tract in the future.

Motion by Mr. McMichael, second by Mr. Walker and carried unanimously to approve the minutes from the meeting of December 2, 2014.

Chairman Stalnaker asked the Board for a motion to add two items to the agenda.

Motion by Mr. Thomson, second by Mr. Walker and carried unanimously to add Item 11 concerning the appointment of the 2015 Vice Chairman and Item 12 concerning a request for abandonment of an easement in Flat Creek Reserve.
Motion by Mr. Walker, second by Mr. Thomson and carried unanimously to authorize the Chairman to sign the resolution to amend the ACCG Defined Benefit Plan for Houston County employees as well as Plan Amendment #1 to provide a one-time COLA of 2% for employees who retired from the County with a benefit under the Plan prior to January 1, 2009.  The cost to the FY2015 budget is approximately $9,000.  Chairman Stalnaker explained that it had been since 2007 that the 60 or so retirees under the pre-2009 plan had received an adjustment.  It was generally agreed upon that it was a long overdue adjustment.
Motion by Ms. Robinson, second by Mr. McMichael and carried unanimously to authorize the Chairman to sign a resolution to affirm the participation of Macon-Bibb County in the Central Georgia Joint Development Authority; to accept the Baldwin County Board of Commissioner’s petition to join the Central Georgia Joint Development Authority; and to affirm Houston County’s member representatives’ appointment and tenure to the Central Georgia Joint Development Authority.
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Motion by Ms. Robinson, second by Mr. Walker and carried unanimously to authorize the Chairman to sign the Independent Contractor Agreements with Kameyan Sims at $20,000 for the period of January 1, 2015 thru June 30, 2015; and Sherry Herrera Campbell at $15,000 for the period of January 1, 2015 thru June 30, 2015 to provide for the defense of indigent persons appearing in the Houston County Juvenile Court.  These agreements may be renewed from year to year subject to an annual review of performance conducted by the County in conjunction with the Juvenile Court.
Motion by Mr. Thomson, second by Mr. McMichael and carried unanimously to table agenda item #4 concerning an abandonment of easement request.  Mr. Thomson explained that there was some additional information needed on this item before it could be voted on.
Motion by Mr. Thomson, second by Mr. Walker and carried unanimously to authorize the Chairman to approve the disbursement of a $450.00 clothing allowance to those twenty-six Sheriff’s Department personnel identified in a memorandum from Sheriff Talton dated December 9, 2014.  Total disbursement is $11,700.  Chairman Stalnaker explained this was a budgeted expense.
Motion by Mr. Thomson, second by Mr. McMichael and carried unanimously to authorize the addition of Terrell Road as a dirt road paving project to the 2001 SPLOST list.  The necessary right-of-way will need to be acquired by way of property owner donation.  
Motion by Mr. Thomson, second by Ms. Robinson and carried unanimously to authorize the Chairman to sign the proposal from Edifice Consulting, Inc. of Byron for the roof repair and upgrade project on the Houston County Detention Facility.  The contract will pay Edifice six percent (6%) of the contract total for production of the project documents and four (4%) of the contract total for project administration.  A budget estimate for the actual roof repair project is $135,000.  Chairman Stalnaker explained that the repairs were needed before the roof decking deteriorated further and that the County has experienced very good success with this consulting firm managing County projects in the past.
Motion by Mr. McMichael, second by Mr. Thomson to adjust all County Officials salaries to the mandated minimum effective January 1, 2015 as outlined in a memorandum from Personnel Director Ken Carter dated December 10, 2014.  Upon voting, Commissioners McMichael, Thomson and Robinson voted yes.  Commissioner Walker abstained.  Motion passed.
Motion by Mr. McMichael, second by Ms. Robinson and carried unanimously to approve the payment of bills totaling $2,814,667.38.   

Chairman Stalnaker announced that the Executive Session (Item 10) would be held until the end of the meeting.
Motion made in unison with Mr. Thomson abstaining to approve the appointment of Commissioner Thomson as Vice Chairman for 2015.  Chairman Stalnaker thanked Mr. McMichael for his service as 2014 Vice Chairman and explained that the vice chairman was selected on a yearly rotation basis among the four commissioners.
Motion by Mr. Thomson, second by Mr. Walker and carried unanimously to approve the abandonment of the existing 20’ drainage easement running between Flat Creek Reserve Lots #29 and #30.  Final inspection of the proposed home will be contingent upon the County’s acceptance of a properly engineered ditch and replacement easements.  Chairman Stalnaker instructed County Attorney Tom Hall to draft an agreement between the County and the Lavender’s on this issue.
Chairman Stalnaker then opened the meeting for public comments.

Mr. Ansel Peck, 109 Latham Drive, Warner Robins stated that he enjoys attending the Board meetings and encouraged other citizens to do the same.  He congratulated the County staff for all the good work that they have done over the course of the year and wished everyone a Merry Christmas.
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There being no further public comments, the meeting was continued.

The Chairman then asked for comments from the Commissioners.
Chairman Stalnaker recognized Centerville Mayor John Harley and thanked him for attending the Board meeting.  He also mentioned a ribbon cutting ceremony that is scheduled for tomorrow on the Highway 41 widening project.  He stated that this has been a tough project that is now substantially complete and he looks forward to DOT officials attending the ceremony.  The ribbon cutting ceremony is scheduled for 1:00 PM on Wednesday, December 17th in front of Eagle Springs Elementary School.
Chairman Stalnaker also recognized Ms. Becky Wood’s sister, niece and her niece’s daughter who were all in attendance.  He thanked the Hammock family for being long standing business and community-minded residents of Houston County.

Mr. Walker wished everyone a Merry Christmas and encouraged everyone to help those who may be in need during this holiday season.  He also recognized Mayor Harley and thanked him for the courtesy that the City of Centerville has always shown him when he attends their council meetings.
Ms. Robinson wished everyone a Merry Christmas.

Mr. Thomson wished everyone a Merry Christmas and thanked Chairman Stalnaker, Director of Operations Robbie Dunbar and his Public Works staff for their efforts.

Mr. McMichael wished everyone a Merry Christmas and stated that this has been a very good year for the County.  He also commended Mr. Jim Taylor for the work that the Wellston Trees & Greens organization is doing on behalf of the community.
Chairman Stalnaker thanked each Board member and County staff for their efforts and remarked that 2015 promises to be a positive year for the County.

There being no further comments, the meeting was continued.

Motion by Mr. Walker, second by Mr. McMichael and carried unanimously to enter into Executive Session for Land Acquisition matters as allowed by O.C.G.A. § 50-14-3(b)(1).
Upon returning, Chairman Stalnaker reconvened the regular Board meeting with no action taken.

Motion by Mr. McMichael, second by Mr. Walker and carried unanimously to adjourn the meeting.
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